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Since its first edition, Colman et al’s Hemostasis and
Thrombosis has been one of the standard texts of the field. The
new fourth edition has built on this reputation. With 130 con-
tributors and 95 chapters, it covers both the basic and applied
aspects of hemostasis and thrombosis.
The book is divided into two major sections. One is con-
cerned with the basic science of hemostasis and thrombosis and
the other with clinical application.
One helpful detail in this book is that each major section
starts with an “overview” chapter to help place the following
chapters into perspective. The coagulation basic science chapters
are detailed, and many chapters are devoted just to one protein.
These chapters serve as a valuable resource for detailed under-
standing about the proteins and processes of coagulation. Each
chapter details the structure and biochemical functions of its pro-
tein; plus, many chapters give the basic sciences of defects in pro-
tein function. The 14 chapters on platelet function provide a solid
basis for understanding the complex behavior of this anuclear cell
and provide a firm foundation for understanding newer
antiplatelet agents such as the glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitors.
Strengths of this book are the sections on the vessel wall and
function. Often neglected, the vessel wall plays a crucial role in
mediating the functions of coagulation and, in the case of arterial
disease, in promoting disease. These sections provide information
and background that is otherwise difficult to find.
In the clinical sections, the chapters on approaches to the
bleeding and thrombophilic patients should be required reading
for anyone treating patients with coagulation defects. They pro-
vide an understanding of the basis of testing for these disorders
and for therapy. The clinical sections provide clear and specific
recommendations for testing and therapy of both common and
rare disorders. For example, the section on relatively uncommon
inherited disorders of prothrombin conversion (factors II, VIII,
V, X) has detailed listings of the identified mutations, tables that
give examples of typical laboratory findings in various deficien-
cies, differential diagnosis, and recommendations concerning
therapy. There are also chapters concerning bleeding problems in
surgical, obstetric, and pediatric patients.
Approximately one third of this book is devoted to throm-
botic disease. These include detailed chapters concerning testing
for venous thrombotic disease, including newer modalities such as
CT scans and D-dimers. The chapter on antiphospholipid anti-
body disease is a clear introduction to this often confusing syn-
drome. The therapy sections cover various aspects of treatment of
arterial and venous disease. The chapter “Practical Aspects of
Anticoagulant Therapy” provides a wealth of information about
the use and dosing of heparin (both standard and low molecular
weight) and oral anticoagulants.
This book provides a valuable source of information for both
common and uncommon problems. It should be a part of any
medical library and be the part of the personal library of any
physician with a strong interest in coagulation.
Thomas G. DeLoughery, MD
Oregon Health Science Institute
Portland, Ore
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Vein diagnosis and treatment: a comprehensive
approach
R. A. Weiss, C. F. Feied, M. A. Weiss; New York; McGraw-
Hill Medical Publishing Division; 304 pages.
The subject of vein diagnosis and treatment, which is this
book’s title, is not popular in vascular surgery nor in general
surgery. As a consequence, approximately 50% of the population
in America who are afflicted in some way with telangiectasias,
reticular varicosities, varicose veins, or chronic venous insuffi-
ciency seek care with dermatologists, internists, and family practi-
tioners. Among the leaders of the dermatologic specialists with
interest in venous disease are this book’s authors.
The authors, Robert and Margaret Weiss, have collaborated on
many investigations, have established the fact that telangiectasias
are symptomatic and can be relieved by appropriate sclerotherapy,
and have taught many fellow dermatologists the intricacies of diag-
nosis and treatment of venous disorders. Their coauthor, Craig
Feied, is a remarkable individual, a Professor of Emergency
Medicine at Georgetown University with a profound interest in
venous disorders. He is able to translate his knowledge into very
popular writings and lectures on the subject of this volume.
Thus, the editors are well-informed, articulate, and intelli-
gent. They give credit to six major contributors, all of whom are
well-known in international phlebology. The foreword to this vol-
ume is written by Mitchel Goldman whose text Sclerotherapy is
the best in existence.
The book itself is big. Its large format allows the display of
many color illustrations. These define techniques of diagnosis and
treatment and provide an almost three-dimensional view of how an
office should be organized to diagnose and care for patients with
venous disorders of all kinds. The book is heavily referenced but
throughout carries the personal stamp of the editors and the par-
ticular techniques that have proven to be successful in their hands.
In the background section of the book, the spectrum of
venous disease, anatomy, histology, and pathophysiology is
detailed. The authors’ special interest in the lateral superficial
venous system is presented in detail. Of particular interest is
Chapter 5, which illustrates common patterns of abnormal vari-
cose veins and explains their origin. The chapters on diagnosis
show that vascular surgery has given up leadership in duplex diag-
nosis of venous insufficiency in favor of diagnosis of deep venous
thrombosis. This volume makes no such mistake and clearly
shows the way in which complex venous insufficiency can be
defined by noninvasive testing. All of the common physiologic
tests are illustrated, and the authors’ preference for duplex exam-
ination is stated clearly. One would have hoped for a more clear
duplex illustration of the greater saphenous vein, its fascial
envelopes, and the saphenous compartment but perhaps that
duplex anatomy has been uncovered too recently.
We would expect the section on treatment to occupy the
major part of this volume, and it does. There is a thorough
description of the dermatologic application of sclerosing solutions
and sclerotherapy. In addition, these very well-informed authors
describe their experience with duplex ultrasound–guided sclero-
therapy, their use of lasers and high-intensity pulsed light, as well
as their techniques of ambulatory phlebectomy. Showing further
how treatment of venous insufficiency has passed from vascular
surgery to dermatology, there is a very well-illustrated and clearly
well-informed chapter on the new use of radio frequency endove-
nous occlusion of the saphenous vein. The newer form of laser
obliteration of the saphenous vein is not mentioned.
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